
DESTINATION AUSTRALIA 

The 2015 Wagyu World Conference 

By Kindra Gordon 

 

 

World Wagyu Conference is May 8-10, with Beef 2015 show prior and Wagyu Outback tour to follow. 

Thinking of taking a trip to the land Down Under? Three back-to-back beef events being held in central 

Queensland in May 2015 might give you the perfect excuse for your Australian excursion. 

  The excitement begins May 4-8 with Beef 2015 at Rockhampton, which will showcase Australia’s beef cattle 

industry. This cattle show is only held every three years and is the Aussie’s equivalent to the National Western 

Stock Show in Denver.  

Then, the centerpiece event for Wagyu enthusiasts will be the World Wagyu Conference to be held May 8-10 

at Yeppoon – about a 40-minute drive from Rockhampton. The conference will be held at the Japanese-owned 

Iwasaki Mercure Capricorn Resort, which is set on 12 spectacular miles of coral reef coastline and features two 

international golf courses. Regular shuttle buses will run from the Capricorn Resort to Beef 2015, making it easy to 

enjoy both events or do some sightseeing of the Great Barrier Reef. 

Lastly, the Pride of Australia Wagyu Outback Tour will be held May 10-13. The tour will visit five of 

Australia’s most significant Wagyu breeding and feedlot operations in central Queensland, including Bar H Wagyu. 

Thousands of fullblood and crossbred Wagyu will be on display in the unique northern cattle producing 

environment. Tour participants will see horse and helicopter mustering, camp drafting and have special 

presentations and demonstrations from the owners and managers of properties that rely on Wagyu to run successful 

businesses. The tour departs from the Capricorn Resort on Sunday, May 10, and returns to Rockhampton on the 

evening of Tuesday, May 12 for a farewell evening event, allowing for departures on May 13. 

The 2015 World Wagyu Conference will focus on an extension of the 2014 conference theme, “Export 

Horizons Going Global.” Over 300 attendees from 15 countries are expected to attend the World Wagyu Conference 

being hosted by the Australian Wagyu Association.  

With the expanding world-wide appetite for Wagyu, and Australia’s position as the largest Wagyu population 

outside the locked-up Japanese herd, Australia has the opportunity to become a major international supplier of 

Wagyu genetics (semen and embryos), Wagyu cattle and Wagyu beef.   

Uniquely, the Mercure Capricorn Resort is set on 22,500 acres which runs a herd of 1,000 Iwasaki’s fullblood 

and crossbred Wagyu cattle which will be utilized for demonstrations during the conference.  

The conference program is aimed at strengthening and growing the world Wagyu industry and will include 

presentations from throughout the world on subjects crucial to the Wagyu and beef cattle industries – forming a 

World Wagyu Forum and planning for future World Wagyu Conferences will be agenda items.  

Additional highlights of the conference include: 

 An invitation to international delegates to provide brief reports on their Wagyu industries, which will 

offer insight on how the Wagyu breed is growing worldwide. 

 Efforts to establish global benchmarking of Wagyu genetics through Single Step Wagyu Breedplan as 

the global genetic analysis and benchmarking system. 

 Discussions on the future of Wagyu, including world demand for Wagyu and the value of international 

cooperation – positioning the Wagyu industry to take advantage of expanding markets, truth on 

labeling, and trade descriptors. 

 A panel of top Wagyu producers from Australia and overseas fielding questions from a moderator and 

the audience. The panel will include Wagyu industry innovators who have challenged traditional beef 

industry practices to develop supply chains and markets for Wagyu. You’ll hear about fullblood and 

crossbred production in a wide range of environments, various methods of finishing Wagyu and where 

the demand for Wagyu beef is coming from – and where it is anticipated in the future.  

 The first ever round table meeting of international representatives will be held to consider working 

together on key strategic issues such as Wagyu brand integrity and genetic improvement. 

 A presentation on the health attributes of Wagyu beef will be featured. 

 Celebrity and Mercure Capricorn resort chefs will prepare Wagyu cuisine during the conference. 

 A Wagyu Fullblood 100% International Sale will be held offering access to world leading genetics. 

 


